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The year 2009 dawns upon unprecedented
divorce, abortion, domestic violence, perverse
lifestyles, and other evidences of the break-
down of the home. This year also dawns upon
increased evidences of hope. 
This paradoxical situation exists because of

nonconformed Christians leading lives a world
apart from the sick, floundering society with
which they do business every day. To use the
words of Christ they are in the world, but not
of it (John 17).
In their homes you find: happy, obedient

children with parents who love each other;
peace and order; dating young people pure in
body and mind; youth who scorn the values,
music, and idols of popular society. Instead of a
generation gap, you here find youth perpetuat-
ing their parents’ Biblical values. 
Sound unreal? Sure you could never estab-

lish such a home? Let God build you a house.
God once promised King David (in 2 Samuel

7:11) that for his faithfulness, He would “build
him a house.” In his case, God meant that He
would guarantee him a continuing dynasty to
rule over Israel. And while the kingdom lasted,
David’s offspring did indeed sit on his throne.
Jesus Christ, in time, was born of the seed of
David. Christ is King of kings forever. 
The conditions for God’s promise to David

were that his children, like David their father,
should carefully observe His laws. Upon the
same conditions, God will help build you a
house, and perpetuate your memory and 
values while time endures.
But it will require the courage to make a

clean break with contemporary society. 
Maybe you thought it should only take

being “born again” and joining some group
that protests against abortion and perverse
lifestyles. God doesn’t promise His blessings
for creeds, but for obedience. It will indeed
take the new birth–a genuine conversion 
experience. And your determination to obey
God’s laws will settle your creed for you. 
But if you really want God to build (or

rebuild) your home, the thing to get ready for
now is to change from one world to the other.
Walk away from the values and lifestyles (not
just the most sinful ones), friends, family,
media, and systems that keep you bound to the
wrong world and headed for its destiny. Walk
into the disciplined brotherhood and fellowship
of others who have genuinely been born again.
Learn the Bible principles upon which success-
ful homes are established. Develop the parent-
ing skills that will perpetuate the best values
and true faith until the Lord Jesus returns to
take us into His eternal home.

Let God Build You a House –Dallas Witmer

Editor: Roger L. Berry
Board: Joe Weirich, Allan Miller, Wayne Miller, James Yoder, Clay Zimmerman
Regular Columnists: Lester Troyer, J. Luke Martin, Elvin Stauffer, Dallas Witmer, Roger L. Berry
Reviewers: Glenn Kilmer, Lewi Graber

Do you care to respond to any of the articles?

Send your thoughts and com ments to:

Reaching Out
Roger Berry, Editor

19353 Oak Ridge Trail
Kirksville, MO 63501

“Reaching Out” Published Quarterly Issue #58, January, February, March, 2009

Would you like to receive each issue of

Reaching Out,

or do you know of a friend who might?

Send your requests to the church

represented on your back page.



Reaching Out - page 3

The

Christian 
Home 

Series

Goals for Parents
in 2009 –J. Luke Martin

Parenting is hard work. It has demands and
challenges that test the resolve and dedication
of the best of parents. Sickness, handicaps,
learning disorders, cultural pressures, conflict-
ing temperaments, social adjustments, even
academic excellence can frustrate parents. This
is especially true if we do not know God.

Seek to Know God
“Ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall

search for me with all your heart” (Jeremiah
29:13). This is one of the wonderful promises in
the Bible. The wise man Solomon wrote that to
find God, and to learn the wisdom of God, is
worth more than rubies, silver, and gold
(Proverbs 3:13-15; 8:10-11; 16:16). God is love,
light, truth, holy, and righteous. God is also for-
giving when we repent of our sins and turn to
Him.
We can see God in the created universe. All

nature speaks of His almighty power and wis-
dom. But it is in His Holy Word where we find
Him best. Open the Bible each day and pray for
a revelation of God’s truth to your heart. Read
how He promised a Redeemer and Saviour, to
save us from our sins. Read how the Redeemer
was His beloved Son that came to earth, and
lived, and taught the truth of God.
Jesus, the Son of God, was both the suffering

servant, and the triumphant King, who is com-
ing again to reward those who believe in Him

and love Him. The very best thing we can do
for our children is to follow in the steps of our
blessed Saviour and Lord, and teach them the
wisdom of God’s Word.
God is also found among His disciples—His

followers. Find a Bible-believing, Bible-
practicing church and make yourself account-
able. Psalm 89:7 says that God is “greatly to be
feared [reverence, worshiped] in the assembly
of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all
them that are about him.” Being accountable to
other Christians is a safety check, as well as a
spiritual and emotional stimulant. All of us
need encouragement and direction. In a faith-
ful, God-fearing brotherhood, you will find
both.

Express Christlike Love to Every
Family Member
Christ’s love for us was self-sacrificing. He

gave, and gave, and gave till there was nothing
left to give. He gave His very own lifeblood in
death, on Calvary’s cross. It is as a poet once
expressed: “It was love that held Christ to the
cross. There were no nails strong enough to
hold the Son of God on the cross. It was love,
only love that could do so.”
You mothers know, in a measure, this self-

sacrificing love, when you enter into motherhood
and give birth. You express it when you spend
sleepless nights and weary days feeding, nurtur-
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ing, tending, and caring for your little ones. You
express it when you give yourself unselfishly to
meeting your husband’s social and emotional
needs.
Yet it is the husband’s role to image the self-

sacrificing love of Jesus. You do this by loving
your wife unconditionally. In my wedding vow, I
promised to love my wife, “cherish her, to pro-
vide and care for her, in health and sickness, in
prosperity and adversity, exercise patience,
kindness, and forbearance toward her, and to
live with her in peace, as becometh a faithful
husband, and forsaking all others, to keep
myself only unto her, as long as we both shall
live.”
To keep such a promise is only possible with

the enabling strength and power of God. We
husbands cannot love unconditionally unless we
really know the love of Christ in our own expe-
rience. Honesty and humility require us to
acknowledge our failures and our inability to
love perfectly, in and of ourselves. All the coun-
selors, all the instruction booklets (as helpful as
they are) cannot make us be self-sacrificing, lov-
ing husbands and fathers.

Let Jesus Rule
If we let Jesus rule in our heart, He can and

will teach us to listen, to feel, to be patient, to
be kind, to be forgiving, and to be understand-
ing. By following the Bible, we learn to be
responsible for the care our spouse requires. We
learn how to teach, train, and nurture our chil-
dren. We learn how to set the example of obedi-
ence, faith, cooperation, trust, forgiveness, and
accountability. Self-sacrificing love considers no
sacrifice too great when that sacrifice con-
tributes to the spiritual, emotional, and physi-
cal benefit of the family.
Begin 2009 with these two basic goals: 

seek to know God, and seek to know the self-
sacrificing love of Jesus Christ. The path to this
knowledge may not be easy; in fact, Jesus said
it wouldn’t be easy. Hear His words in Matthew
16:24, 25: “Then said Jesus unto his disciples,
If any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.
For whosoever will save his life shall lose it:
and whosoever will lose his life for my sake
shall find it.”

God, Give Us Christian
Homes
God, give us Christian homes!
Homes where the Bible is loved and taught,

Homes where the Master’s will is sought,
Homes crowned with beauty Thy love hath
wrought;

God give us Christian homes.

God, give us Christian homes!
Homes where the father is true and strong,

Homes that are free from the blight of wrong,
Homes that are joyous with love and song;

God give us Christian homes.

God, give us Christian homes!
Homes where the mother, in queenly quest,

Strives to show others Thy way is best, 
Homes where the Lord is an honored guest;

God give us Christian homes!

God, give us Christian homes!
Homes where the children are led to know

Christ in His beauty who loves them so,
Homes where the altar fires burn and glow;

God give us Christian homes!
—B. B. McKinney (1949)

Rules For Raising Children:
1. Subdue self-will in a child and thus work
together with God to save his soul. 

2. Teach him to pray as soon as he can
speak. 

3. Give him nothing he cries for and only
what is good for him if he asks for it
politely. 

4. To prevent lying, punish no fault which
is freely confessed, but never allow a
rebellious, sinful act to go unnoticed. 

5. Commend and reward good behavior. 

6. Strictly observe all promises you have
made to your child.

—Susannah Wesley
Mother of John Wesley
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The Great Divorce
Over 60 years ago, C. S. Lewis wrote a book

entitled The Great Divorce. The contents of this
book are in the form of a dream somewhat on
the order of Pilgrim’s Progress. Lewis dreams
and imagines that he is accompanying a bus-
load of people traveling from Hell to the out-
skirts of Heaven. Each “ghost” from Hell gets
the opportunity to enter Heaven if he or she
will just let go of his most cherished sins.

In the dream, not one soul from Hell chooses
to enter Heaven in spite of the pleadings of the
Solid People (Bright People) who inhabit
Heaven and plead with the ghosts from Hell.

One lady ghost, for example, refuses to go
with one of the Solid People because she would
be embarrassed that people could see right
through her since she was a ghost. One of the
Bright People pleads, “Could you, only for a
moment, fix your mind on something not your-
self?” The ghost could not do this. Her self-
centeredness had been her whole life while on
earth.

In Lewis’s dream the grass, flowers, trees,
and fruit of Heaven were solid and hard to the
ghosts from Hell. To walk across a grassy field
was torture. One particular ghost saw some
beautiful golden apples that had fallen from a
tree. He tried to pick them up and stuff them
into his pockets. He first chose the largest apple
but could not lift it. Finally, he was barely able
to pick up one of the very smallest apples. He
tried his best to lug the almost unbearable bur-
den back to the bus that was bound for Hell.
But of course, there was no place in Hell for
such celestial fruit.

This materialistic ghost clung to his apple
as long as possible, thereby clinging to the sin
that had damned him in the first place.

No ghost in The Great Divorce makes it to
the inner part of Heaven and into God’s pres-
ence. One by one, they miserably return to the
bus that would only take them back to Hell.
Lewis wonders whether these ghosts really
were being given a second chance, or were they
doomed to Hell forever? Of course, we know the

answer from the Bible. After death, there is no
second chance.

But the main point of the writer is not to
debate the subject of a second chance after
death, but to subtly let the reader know that
the choice can and must be made in this life.
The person who chooses the way of sin in 
this life is divorcing himself from any hope of
Heaven and eternal bliss. At death, this great
divorce becomes final. The writer leaves us with
the intriguing question: If one had a chance to
leave Hell and enter Heaven, would he really do
it?

How savagely human nature holds onto its
selfish, sensual, sinful ways. The appeals of the
godly and the promises of Heaven notwith-
standing, people pursue the way that “seemeth
right unto a man.” One wonders what it would
take in this world or the next to bring them to
repentance.

The rich man in Hell who pled for his five
brothers on earth was told: “If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be per-
suaded, though one rose from the dead” (Luke
16:31).

All kinds of reasons and logic can be tried in
order to convince the ungodly of their need to
let go of their pet sins. However, it all boils
down to the question: Will we heed God’s Word
and accept it by faith?

It is abundantly clear that those who choose
to serve God will enter into life eternal. First,
they must be willing to cast down whatever 
separates from God.

Will you divorce yourself from sin in this
life? If you do not, the divorce from God will be
permanent in the next life.

Jesus said, “If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall
lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my
sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if
he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul?” (Matthew 16:24-26).

—RLB

Feature Article for Youth . . .
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BEYOND BELIEF! This was the bold headline
of our newspaper the day after 9/11. Shortly there-
after, from Ground Zero, we were assured that the
terrorists who brought down the Twin Towers can
never destroy the foundation of America. But what
is the foundation of America?

Revelation 18:11; 17: “No man buyeth their
merchandise any more . . . for in one hour so
great riches is come to nought.” On and since
September 29, 2008, on Wall Street, many trillions
of dollars in paper wealth have come to nought.
Thus the Bible prediction of sudden catastrophic
meltdown is understandable today in ways that the
Biblical writer (two thousand years before Wall
Street), could only have known by inspiration from
God. From lofty heights of pride, wealth, glory, and
power into chaos and destruction—the bell could be
tolling for us.
We have luxurious structures of steel, granite, and

glass, housing our greatest corporations and finan-
cial institutions. Yet today, the grandeur of these
structures belies the policy changes within that now
threaten our economic base of survival. This was not
an act of terrorism, but the inevitable result of
implementing policies laced with fraud and greed.
Behind every natural tragedy, there is a cause.

There is a reason when a train jumps the tracks or
an airplane falls from the sky.
The same applies to the internal workings of poli-

tics, energy policy, and in the housing and financial
markets. Sustainable institutions are governed by
tried and true principles in management and operat-
ing policies. These stay the course of ethics and
integrity, making minor corrections as needed, just
as a capable pilot maintains his flight patterns—
with minor adjustments of a few degrees. Any flight
pattern of desperate or contradictory maneuvers is
clear evidence of a flight in peril.

So it is with a feverish housing market, the
unprecedented rise and fall in oil prices, government
stimulus checks, the unsustainable salaries of top
executives and sports figures, and the enormous
wealth gained in speculation; these all attest to an
economy out of control, too long driven by love of
money. When money is the saviour, money will not
save people.
We have gone quite mad. We throw borrowed

money after bad money in the financial markets. We
run ahead of science, pursuing energy policy and
global warming concerns with ill-conceived notions
in blind fervency. We embrace false balance sheets
and rigged computer models. We despise fossil fuels,
but embrace alternatives that are not developed, or
that pose a greater threat to the environment. We
plunder thousands of acres of the best cropland for
fuel, putting both food price and food supply on the
line (not good for poor and hungry people around
the globe). We do a belated repentance of depend-
ence on foreign oil. Yet we have known since the
embargo of 1973 that the advantage clearly goes to
those who pump more oil, not to those who cut pro-
duction, as we have done.
We do well to be self-critical in relation to con-

sumerism. But by what logic can we expect our
nation to turn back the global thermostat even while
the major populations of the world industrialize—
unencumbered by clean air standards? We are poised
to radically cut carbon emissions (regardless of cost
or negative consequences), on the assumption that
human-caused contributions of carbon dioxide is the
cause of global warming. This ignores the possibility
that warmer trends may increase carbon dioxide
levels, rather than the other way around. It also
overlooks the cyclical differences in solar trends 
(cosmic rays and sunspot activity or lack thereof) as
the controlling factor in pronounced warming and

There Is a Cause

The

CHURCH in SOCIETY

–Lester Troyer
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cooling trends that go back over known history.
Indeed some scientists now predict a decade of cool-
ing based on this point.

THE SOLUTION IS NOT WHERE WE MAY
THINK!
If we would survive at all, or survive as anything

better than a crime-ridden, poverty-stricken nation
of warring factions, we must face the underlying
cause: We have departed from the Biblical world-
view undergirded with the knowledge of the God
who created all things. The faulty replacement is a
materialistic mental map that puts the economy
above all things, places science at risk, and that gov-
erns, makes decisions, and does business as if God
no longer existed.
But we will answer for our deeds in the terrifying

presence of Almighty God. This God created the uni-
verse and its natural laws with no help from any
other gods or religions. In Him we live and move
and have our being. His commandments qualify the
laws and constraints by which men may be justly
governed. Without this law of God, there is no possi-
ble consensus on laws for men. That is why moral
constraints crumble, while sparking hotter debates
and wider divisions across our culture.
The new dogma turns traitor on the old. This is

America in reverse, as criminal acts take on legal
protection. In this frozen denial-of-God atmosphere,
conscience is darkened and cultural stability is
doomed. As a result, we cannot even frame the right
questions anymore. People who ask sobering ques-
tions based on absolute morality are shunted into
the despised corner of the bigots—the politically
incorrect.
The liberal left, with its jealous monopoly on pub-

lic education, put God on furlough a long time ago.
Equating a boy with a dog, as an evolutionary acci-
dent, has indeed made its impact in the markets and
financial structures. The brightest boy in class
makes the easy decision to cheat his way through
exams. He grows into manhood and becomes a pow-
erful figure in a large corporation or on Wall Street.
He is a law unto himself. He lives his life in a vor-

tex of greed. The effect on others, and even the cor-
porate health of his company, doesn’t register on his
radar. The result on the economy is mind-boggling.
It is beyond the pale of financial gurus and govern-
ments solutions. Yet, at the same time, it really is
simple. It is the foundational problem of fraud and
greed that doesn’t get fixed.
In our society, the boys meet the girls. They make

the easy decision that bypasses marriage. This
behavior is reinforced through reproductive clinics
and abortion mills (like no-down-payment mortgages
for unqualified buyers). It has changed the social
landscape. It has procured monstrous programs of
welfare as a replacement of absentee fathers and

breadwinners. The children are deprived from birth
of half their parentage. But these substitute pro-
grams only assure that the sure foundation of mar-
riage doesn’t get rebuilt.
The Christian right differs from the liberal left,

but mostly in rhetoric. They believe that the USA
somehow has favored-nation status with God. Thus
many of them seriously believe that the nation can
be taken back for God by political means. I will be
bold enough to say it will not happen in a thousand
years. Why? The kingdom of God advances only
through the power of the Gospel in the cross of
Jesus Christ for the redemption of sinners. This
turns lives and morals toward righteousness.
Favored status belongs only to those who do the will
of the Father in Heaven (Matthew 7:21). Yet the
Christian right often embraces an empty faith that
brings reproach into their personal lives and chosen
political fields. They, too, get caught in spin and cor-
ruption and scandal. They divorce as readily, and
their children are about as worldly and immoral as
the liberal left. What standing will they have in the
day when Jesus Christ shall judge according to the
Gospel?
Had our society not forsaken the underlying

dynamic of righteousness, we wouldn’t be asking
questions about what constitutes marriage. We
would be taking our orders of fidelity and commit-
ment to marriage from the God who made us male
and female, endowed us with reproductive capacity,
and entrusted to us the sobering responsibility of
procreation. No alternatives are needed to live well,
responsibly, and securely. Small wonder God has
posted the great Biblical sign over marriage: NO
TAMPERING.
The hallmark of civilized culture (as in our

national history) is uncompromising regard for
human life. We have traded this prized gift of life
from God for the degrading and bizarre notion of a
“woman’s right to choose.” But what standing has
murder under state sanction with the High Court of
God?
Thus, we present this as a valid apologetic against

the corrupting cultural shift that has taken place. It
has happened inside Bible-defying denominations,
colleges, the courts and legislatures, and in economic
and corporate institutions. That is why we face the
vengeance of the God of neglected Christian teachings.
Finally, this is neither threat, nor phobia, nor

coercive measure against anyone. It is a claim that
all valid ideas have their basis in the wisdom of God
as revealed in Scripture, and that the average person
can know and embrace the truth of God’s Word, the
Bible. Welcome to the voluntary response of a
renewed conscience toward the truth, and the invita-
tion to choose life. God’s invitation stands: “Look
unto me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth”
(Isaiah 45:22). 
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“The most High ruleth in the kingdom of men,
and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up
over it the basest of men” (Daniel 4:17).
God created the first human couple from which

society originated. He also placed man in an environ-
ment of rich material resources to develop and
improve his well-being. Since God is the benevolent
source and provider for human society, He also has
the working plan for the good of man. God’s estab-
lished laws are the basis for the governing of society.
Political science and government deals with such

values as equality, freedom, justice, and power. God’s
law provides these values and a lot more. These are
desirable qualities that everyone wants for them-
selves. The problem is for people to allow others the
same right they have, especially where rights con-
flict and sacrifice is required. The simple “Golden
Rule” that a child can understand applies here: “Do
unto others as ye would have them do unto you.”

Innocence and Self-Government

The Bible shows a progress of doctrine in God’s
development of human government down through
time. God created man in His own image for fellow-
ship. His ideal is that we be in such close commun-
ion with Him that His ways are naturally our ways.
Adam and Eve lived for a short time in God’s perfect
environment in innocence and purity without any
thought of sin. The Bible’s “dominion mandate”
gave Adam jurisdiction over creation to use the 
natural resources and creatures. “Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and
have dominion over the fish, . . . the fowl, . . . and
over every living thing” (Genesis 1:28).
A Christian view of human government starts

with absolutes rather than a void to be filled by
doing whatever is right in the eyes of the prevailing
rulers. The Book of Judges, in the Bible, reveals the
continual bloodshed which human wisdom and self-
will produce. Many today would like to ignore their
depraved nature and live in what they presume to be
Edenic freedom. The result is conflict, fear, murder,

and abortion of the unwanted—bondage!
When Eve, then Adam, disobeyed God they were

put out of the garden. Adam’s labors were intensi-
fied and Eve was put into subjection to her 
husband (Genesis 3:16). God gave the green herbs
for food to man and animals (Genesis 1:29, 30) This
peaceful time of no bloodshed for food evidently
faded away. By Noah’s time, the earth was filled
with violence.
This grieved the heart of God, and He decided to

destroy life on the earth and start over. Noah, the
preacher of righteousness, warned the people for
many years while he built the ark. “The longsuffer-
ing of God waited in the days of Noah,” but then the
Flood came (1 Peter 3:20; 2 Peter 2:5). The 2½ miles
(average) of sedimentary layers around our earth,
full of flora and fauna life-forms, are the result.

Beginnings of Government

God then, in compassion, and understanding
human nature, provided the discipline of human
government. “For the imagination of man’s heart is
evil from his youth” (Gen. 8:21). God gave man the
responsibility to administer the death penalty on
those who commit capital crimes. “At the hand of
every man’s brother will I require the life of man.
Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood
be shed” (Genesis 9:5, 6). The reason this is so seri-
ous is that God made man in His own image. The
noble, upright being that God created man to be, a
righteous image of God, is violated when human life
is degraded or taken.
Salvation for true repentance is the great achieve-

ment of God—justice called and mercy answered.
However, injustice is not an option with God. He is
not the doting father, that many envision today, who
just overlooks a lot.
“Ye shall not pollute the land wherein ye are: for

blood it defileth the land: and the land cannot be
cleansed of the blood that is shed therein, but by the
blood of him that shed it” (Numbers 35:33).
When legal justice is not carried out, the “law of

God’s Plan for Government

–Elvin Stauffer
SCIENCE

THE BIBLE ANDTHE BIBLE AND
SCIENCE 
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the land” creates a backlog of required blood atone-
ment that results in social catastrophes.

God Establishes a Nation

When human society again degraded into idolatry
and Satanic abominations such as child sacrifice,
God called out a people to be a showcase of His will.
Abraham was the first Hebrew called out of Ur of
the Chaldees (Genesis 11:31). At first, the father was
the magistrate in the family and tribe.
The Jews grew to be a nation in Egypt. God then

gave them a law and detailed code of conduct. These
moral, civil, and ceremonial laws were canonized for
Israel in the books of Moses. The basic Ten
Commandments first of all require reverence of the
one true God in Heaven. The people were to observe
one day of rest in seven, honor parents, respect
human life (do not kill), be faithful to one partner in
marriage, respect the property of others and don’t
even covet it. Have only honesty in economic affairs
and when speaking of others.
God never intended the Old Testament Law to be

a permanent arrangement (Galatians 3:24). The Old
Testament points to a future personal rule by God
again in the hearts of men (Colossians 1:26, 27).
Jesus later summarized all the Old Testament laws
under two laws. We are to love the Lord our God
with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Then
we are to love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark
12:30, 31).

Human Government Fails

In time, ancient Israel failed to be God’s showcase
of right living to the nations. At first, God led Israel
through the prophets but Israel soon wanted a king
like the other nations. She finally fell into the idola-
try of the nations about her and went into captivity
to a foreign power. God then gave visions to
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, of future govern-
ments. Daniel, a Jewish ruler, was the interpreter.
The first vision was of an image, which repre-

sented world kingdoms (Daniel 2:31-45). The head of
gold represented Babylon, the silver chest and arms
Media-Persia. The brass belly was Greece, and the
long legs of iron represented Rome. The feet were of
iron mixed with clay representing the last Gentile
nations, partly weak and partly strong. To people,
this image and the kingdoms looked spectacular. Yet
each material showed degeneration in sovereign
power. God gave visions to Daniel from His view-
point, portraying the nations as beasts destroying
humanity (Daniel 7 and 8).
Human government, benevolent or brutal, can

give some social order, but it is just a stopgap
arrangement waiting for something better.
Ideologists have proposed utopias, promising land,
bread, and peace. However, the outworking (as in

communism) has perpetrated a life of drudgery,
bondage, and the death of millions. Today the UN is
supporting many refugee camps with no solution.
Babylon carried Israel captive, but they returned

for a time, only to be again scattered over the world
by Rome. At that time, when the temple worship
was restored, Jesus the Son of God came into the
world to fulfill the Old Testament symbols of
redemption. He provided the only effective blood
sacrifice atonement to God for the sins of mankind.

Theocracy Restored

In the new covenant or agreement with man,
Jesus called a new nation of the redeemed from all
nations into His church. God’s companionship with
man, lost in the Garden of Eden, is again restored
(Ephesians 2:14). Through the cross and new birth
experience, Satan and man’s evil nature (“the
flesh”) can be defeated. Christ now rules in men’s
lives through the Holy Spirit (Colossians 1:27).
Those who do not accept the Spirit’s rule in their
lives are still under the jurisdiction of the law of sin
and death (1 Corinthians 5:5; Romans 8:2).
Jesus said, “I will build my church.” This is the

true essence of the separation of church and state.
They are two separate kingdoms. Today national
governments have the authority of God to adminis-
ter laws and punish crimes (Romans 3:1-7).
However, in the church of Jesus Christ the members
are subject to the higher law of God. Where there
are any conflicts, “we ought to obey God rather than
men” (Acts 5:29). Jesus said that believers are to be
“the salt [preserving factor] of the earth.” The ques-
tion is raised in political science, “Whose interests
are served by the government?” The United States
government was a noble effort at government “of
the people, by the people, and for the people.”
However, this is only possible where the ethics and
law of God are in the hearts of the majority. This
principle of “liberty under God’s law” was recog-
nized by the founders of the Constitution (“In God
we trust”).
Human kingdoms degenerate and are overcome

until the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. “I will
overturn . . . until he come whose right it is; and I
will give it him” (Ezekiel 21:27). At that future time,
the kingdoms of this world come to a crashing end.
This is seen in the stone that hits the feet of
Daniel’s image and in the Revelation judgments
revealed in the last book of the Bible (Daniel 2:35,
45; Revelation 19:11-21). This is also the time when
Jesus will take the church, which is the kingdom of
God in this world today (Luke 17:21), into His ever-
lasting kingdom (Revelation 11:15). May our goal be
to live forever with Christ in that everlasting king-
dom.



Reaching Out - page 10

Worry is something we all face at one time or
another in life. When I was a child, people were
troubled about nuclear war and about the
worldwide spread of communism. In late 2001,
and since, many worried about terrorists and
the possibility of death at their hands. A few
years ago, the world feared a pandemic of dead-
ly influenza. Now, people are worrying about a
worldwide recession or depression. One is even
tempted to worry about what will be the next
traumatic event that we will have to worry
about. 
The word worry comes from an old English

word meaning “to strangle.” The Latin word for
worry meant “to torment or strangle” and gives
us the English word anxiety. That is exactly what
worry does to us. It is crippling in an  
individual’s life and in society. As someone said,
“Worry is a thin stream of fear trickling through
the mind. If encouraged, it cuts a channel into
which all other thoughts are drained.”
Worry is evidence of a wrong focus. It shows

where our real affections and treasures lie. Most
worry focuses on material or physical posses-
sions or problems. It shows that our focus is on
things instead of on God who provides for our
needs physically and spiritually. 
The Bible pictures worry as sin, in part,

because it is failure to trust the God who 
created us and the material universe. It is also
sin because of the things it can lead to. It has
been said that worry has too many friends.

Some of its friends include anger, self-pity, envy,
bitterness, depression, and even suicide. 
Worry tends to compound problems and wors-

ens our situation. It takes precious time and
attention away from priorities and increases our
feelings of dissatisfaction about life. 
Anxiety and fear tend to rise from a lifestyle

that has forgotten God, the God who controls
the universe, the God who cares for us and for
the things that affect our lives. The Bible says,
“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth,
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves break through and steal: but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven . . . . Seek ye first
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and
all these things [food, clothing, shelter] shall be
added unto you. Take therefore no thought [do
not worry about] for the morrow.” 
Taking God’s way and not worrying about the

future may not eliminate all dangers or prob-
lems we face; however, it will change the way we
look at them and the way we face them. It will
give us something and Someone lasting to trust.
Surrendering to God and His Son, Jesus Christ,
will bring peace in this life and a certain future
in the life to come. 
As God spoke through the ancient Prophet

Jeremiah, “I know the thoughts that I think
toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace,
and not of evil, to give you an expected end [a
future and a hope].”

—RLB

The World Today
–Roger L. Berry

The Giant Worry!
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What Will You Do With Jesus?
Jesus is standing in Pilate’s hall—
Friendless, forsaken, betrayed by all:

Hearken! what meaneth the sudden call!
“What will you do with Jesus?”

“Jesus, I give thee my heart today!
Jesus, I’ll follow Thee all the way,

Gladly obeying Thee!” will you say:
“This will I do with Jesus!”

What will you do with Jesus?
Neutral you cannot be;

Someday your heart will be asking,
“What will He do with me?”

—Anonymous
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How to Be Saved

Salvation from sin is a GIFT from God. You
accept it on condition that you will let Christ
deliver you from your sin and control your life.

RECOGNIZE
That you have transgressed God’s laws and

have fallen short of God’s will.
“For all have sinned, and come short of the

glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

BELIEVE
That God loves you and offers you His mercy

through the salvation work of His Son, Jesus
Christ.

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us” (Romans 5:8).

ACCEPT
Christ’s death and Resurrection as God’s pro-

vision for your forgiveness. Acknowledge your
acceptance of Christ by praying sincerely:

“Jesus, I am a sinner. I accept You as my
Saviour and Lord of my life. Make me an obedi-
ent child of God.”

“But as many as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name” (John 1:12).

LIVE
In newness of life. When a person truly

becomes a child of God, it will change the way he
thinks, the way he talks, the way he acts.

“Like as Christ was raised up from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. Let not sin therefore
reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it
in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your mem-
bers as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin:
but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are
alive from the dead, and your members as
instruments of righteousness unto God”
(Romans 6:4, 12, 13).




